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Are Bystanders Innocent?
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About This Curriculum

« This curriculum was made possible, in part, by funds granted by The Covenant Foundation.

« The statements made and the views expressed, however, are solely the responsibility of the
author(s). They do not necessarily reflect the views of Sacred Spaces or The Covenant Foundation.
This is offered as a contribution to ongoing communal learning and dialogue.
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What is Bullying?

Planned aggressive behavior

Power differential

Rigidity of roles

e Fear
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I What is Sexual Assault?

« Any unwanted sexual contact of any kind

e 93% of victims under the age of 18 know the abuser
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I What is Grooming?

« Manipulative behaviors to gain access
« Coercion

« Reduce risk of being caught
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Grooming Patterns

o Victim selection

« Gaining access and isolation
e Trust development

« Desensitization

« Attempt to make behavior seem natural
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Statistics

1 in 10 adults report having been emotionally abused as children

1 in 5 adults report having been sexually abused as children

1 in 4 adults report having been physically abused as children

Most children don’t tell

Frum community is not immune
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As a Bystander, What Can You Do?

» If you see something, say something

o Jewish Values
o Danger to life w91 Nj7'9
o Mitzvah to rebuke NnNDIN
o Not to be a bystander TINUN N7
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Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Rotzeach 11:4
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(4) This requirement applies to a roof, and similarly, to any place that might present a danger and
cause a person to stumble and die. For example, if a person has a well or a cistern in his courtyard,
he must erect a sand wall ten handbreadths high around them or make a cover for them, so that a
person will not fall in and die.
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Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Rotzeach 11:4
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Similarly, it is a positive mitzvah to remove any obstacle that could pose a danger to life, and to be
very careful regarding these matters, as Deuteronomy 4:9 states: “"Beware for yourself; and guard
your soul." If a person leaves a dangerous obstacle and does not remove it, he negates the
observance of a positive commandment, and violates the negative commandment: "Do not cause
blood to be spilled.”
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https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/4.9

Mitzvah of Rebuke: Vayikra 19
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(17) You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not
bear sin because of him.
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No Innocent Bystanders
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(4) If you encounter your enemy's ox or donkey wandering, you shall surely return it to him. (5) If you
see the donkey of one who hates you lying under his load, refrain from leaving it to him; rather
release it together with him. (Exodus 23:4-5)
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You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people. You shall not stand idly by over the blood
of your neighbor. | am Hashem. (Leviticus 19:16)
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Samuel ll, Chap. 11

 The story of Dovid and Batsheva
 Notice the bystanders

o Who are they?

o What are they doing?

 Notice the intervention points
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Consequences

» The child dies
» Dovid gets rebuked

e Dovid cannot build Beit HaMikdash

« The harm to Batsheva
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Destruction of the Beit HaMikdash
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Jerusalem was destroyed on account of Kamtza and bar Kamtza.
1N7 NN'] Nj7 N2'N YNY A2 iR N7112270 AN i1 7'Nin 1NN

After having been cast out from the feast, bar Kamtza said to himself: Since the Sages were sitting
there and did not protest the actions of the host, although they saw how he humiliated me, learn
from it that they were content with what he did. (Gittin 55b:17-56a:1)
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Preventing Bullying

12. Child Safety — Bullying — Dr. Rona Novick (1/5) D

Copy link

DR. RONA NOVICK
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Gemara Gittin 56a:5
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Rabbi Yohanan says: The excessive humility of Rabbi Zekharya ben Avkolas destroyed our Temple,
burned our Sanctuary, and exiled us from our land.
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In Conclusion

If you See Something,
Say Something

SACRED SPACES

The Covenant Foundation



