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About This Curriculum

This curriculum was made possible, in part, by funds granted by The Covenant Foundation. 

The statements made and the views expressed, however, are solely the responsibility of the
author(s). They do not necessarily reflect the views of Sacred Spaces or The Covenant Foundation.
This is offered as a contribution to ongoing communal learning and dialogue.



What is Bullying?

Planned aggressive behavior

Power differential

Rigidity of roles

Fear



What is Sexual Assault?

Any unwanted sexual contact of any kind

93% of victims under the age of 18 know the abuser



What is Grooming?

Manipulative behaviors to gain access

Coercion

Reduce risk of being caught



Grooming Patterns

Victim selection

Gaining access and isolation

Trust development

Desensitization

Attempt to make behavior seem natural



Statistics

1 in 10 adults report having been emotionally abused as children

1 in 5 adults report having been sexually abused as children

1 in 4 adults report having been physically abused as children

Most children don’t tell

Frum community is not immune



As a Bystander, What Can You Do?

If you see something, say something

Jewish Values
Danger to life פיקח נפש
Mitzvah to rebuke תוכחה
Not to be a bystander לא תעמוד



Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Rotzeach 11:4

)ד( אחד הגג ואחד כל דבר שיש בו סכנה וראוי שייכשל בו אדם וימות, כגון שהיתה לו באר או בור בחצירו, בין שיש
בהן מים בין שאין בהן מים, חייב לעשות להן חוליה גבוהה עשרה טפחים, או לעשות להן כיסוי, כדי שלא יפול בה

אדם וימות:

(4) This requirement applies to a roof, and similarly, to any place that might present a danger and
cause a person to stumble and die. For example, if a person has a well or a cistern in his courtyard,
he must erect a sand wall ten handbreadths high around them or make a cover for them, so that a
person will not fall in and die.



Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Rotzeach 11:4

וכן, כל מכשול שיש בו סכנת נפשות, מצות עשה להסירו ולהישמר ממנו ולהיזהר בדבר יפה יפה, שנאמר ״השמר
לך ושמור נפשך״ )דברים ד׳:ט׳(. ואם לא הסיר, והניח המכשולות המביאין לידי סכנה, ביטל מצות עשה, ועבר

ב״לא תשים דמים״:

Similarly, it is a positive mitzvah to remove any obstacle that could pose a danger to life, and to be
very careful regarding these matters, as Deuteronomy 4:9 states: "Beware for yourself; and guard
your soul." If a person leaves a dangerous obstacle and does not remove it, he negates the
observance of a positive commandment, and violates the negative commandment: "Do not cause
blood to be spilled."

https://mg.alhatorah.org/Devarim/4.9


Mitzvah of Rebuke: Vayikra 19

א׃ חֵֽטְ יו  לָ֖ שָּׂ֥א עָ   לֹא־תִ ךָ וְ יתֶ֔ מִ ת־עֲ חַ֙ אֶ כִ֙י  וֹ כֵ֤חַ תּ בֶ֑ךָ הוֹ  בָ לְ חִ֖יךָ בִּ  ת־אָ נָ֥א אֶ  שְׂ א־תִ לֹֽ

(17) You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You shall surely rebuke your neighbor, and not
bear sin because of him.



No Innocent Bystanders

׃ (ד) וֹ וּ לֽ  בֶ֖נּ י שִׁ  שֵׁ֥ב תְּ   עֶ֑ה הָ תֹּ וֹ  מֹר֖ ךָ֛ א֥וֹ חֲ  שׁ֧וֹר אֹֽיִבְ גַּ֞ע  פְ כִּ֣י תִ
׃ (ה) מּֽוֹ  זֹ֖ב עִ עֲ תַּ זֹ֥ב   וֹ עָ זֹ֣ב ל֑  עֲ תָּ֖ מֵ   לְ דַ וֹ וְחָ א֔ שָּׂ  ת מַ תַּ֣חַ  ץ֙   ךָ֗ רֹבֵ  מ֣וֹר שֹׂנַאֲ ה חֲ אֶ֞ רְ כִּֽי־תִ

(4) If you encounter your enemy's ox or donkey wandering, you shall surely return it to him. (5) If you
see the donkey of one who hates you lying under his load, refrain from leaving it to him; rather
release it together with him. (Exodus 23:4-5)

ויקרא י"ט:ט"ז
וָֽה׃ (טז) נִ֖י יְהֹ  עֶ֑ךָ אֲ  דַּ֣ם רֵ ל⁠־ מֹ֖ד עַ עֲ לֹ֥א תַ יךָ  מֶּ֔  עַ ל֙ בְּ י כִ ךְ רָ לֵ֤  לֹא⁠־תֵ

You shall not go about as a slanderer among your people. You shall not stand idly by over the blood
of your neighbor. I am Hashem. (Leviticus 19:16)



Samuel II, Chap. 11

The story of Dovid and Batsheva

Notice the bystanders
Who are they? 
What are they doing?

Notice the intervention points



Consequences

The child dies

Dovid gets rebuked

Dovid cannot build Beit HaMikdash

The harm to Batsheva



Destruction of the Beit HaMikdash

יִם… לַ שָׁ וּ רוּב יְר א חֲ צָ מְ ר קַ וּבַ א  צָ מְ קַּ אַ

Jerusalem was destroyed on account of Kamtza and bar Kamtza. 

וּ ה א לְ יחָ א נִ ינַּהּ קָ ע מִ מַ שְׁ יהּ  חוֹ בֵּ א מַ ן וְלָ נַ בָּ י רַ בִ ווֹ יָתְ יל וַהֲ ר הוֹאִ מַ אָ

After having been cast out from the feast, bar Kamtza said to himself: Since the Sages were sitting
there and did not protest the actions of the host, although they saw how he humiliated me, learn
from it that they were content with what he did. (Gittin 55b:17-56a:1)



Preventing Bullying



Gemara Gittin 56a:5

וּ. נ צֵ רְ אַ וּ מֵ נ יתָ לִ גְ וּ וְהִ נ לֵ יכָ ת הֵ ה אֶ פָ רְ וּ וְשָׂ נ יתֵ ת בֵּ ה אֶ יבָ רִ חְ קוּלָס הֶ בְ ן אַ יָה בֶּ רְ כַ י זְ בִּ ל רַ שֶׁ וּתוֹ  נ וְותָ נְ ן עִ נָ י יוֹחָ בִּ ר רַ מַ אָ

Rabbi Yohanan says: The excessive humility of Rabbi Zekharya ben Avkolas destroyed our Temple,
burned our Sanctuary, and exiled us from our land.



In Conclusion


